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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE TEHRAN 11361 

EO 11652: NA 
TAGS: BTRA, EG 

SUB: TENNESSEE TRADE MISSION 
REE: TEHRAN 11041 

1. THERON RICE, MISSION DIRECTOR, AND EIVE MEMBERS OF GROUP 
STRAGGLED INTO EMBASSY AT 11:15 A.M. THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 20 
FOR BRIEFING FOLLOWING 24-HOUR DELAY IN ARRIVAL. UNCERTAINTY 
OVER HOTEL RESERVATIONS ATTRIBUTABLE TO INTERCONTINENTAL'S 
CARRYING RESERVATIONS IN NAME OF "TENNIS GROUP." 

2. MEMBERS AWARE THAT ARRIVAL ON WEEKEND PRECLUDED THEIR HAVING 
APPOINTMENTS AND MOST MENTIONED THAT THEY TOO TIRED AETER ARDUOUS 
THREE- WEEK TRIP EOR ANY SUBSTANTIVE WORK. MISSION ADHERING TO 
NOVEMBER 21 AM DEPARTURE. 

3. GROUP SPENT APPROXIMATELY 1 1/2 HOURS IN EMBASSY RECEIVING 
GENERAL BRIEFING. RICE MENTIONED THIS TRIP INTENDED ONLY PROVIDE 
"OVERVIEW" AND WAS PRELUDE TO "SERIOUS" MISSION EITHER AS GROUP OR 
RETURN BY INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS. POST SUGGESTED THAT (A) MARCH BE 
AVOIDED BECAUSE OF NO-RUZ (NEW YEAR) CONFLICT AND THAT (B) TIMING 
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OF TRADE MISSIONS TO WHICH POST'S TIME ALREADY COMMITTED. 

4. COMMENT: AS FAR AS TEHRAN STOP, MISSION AS PREDICTED WAS NON- 
EVENT. OVERWHELMING EVIDENCE OF COMPLETE LACK OF PLANNING AND 
ORGANIZATION THROUGHOUT MIDDLE EAST ODYSSEY SUGGESTS THAT STATE/ 
USDOC TAKE A FIRM HAND IF GROUP INSISTS ON RETURNING IN FORM OF 
TRADE MISSION. 

5. FOR EXAMPLE, STATE 256638, PARA 6, ALLEGED THAT RICE HAD WRITTEN 
LETTER TO NUMEROUS IRANIANS AND WISHED EMBASSY TO CONTACT A DR. 
GANGI. RICE CLAIMED HERE THAT HE HAD NOT WRITTEN ANY LETTERS NOR 
DID HE KNOW A DR. GNAGI. ANOTHER EXAMPLE, JAY SHITH FROM THE 
TRAVEL AGENCY, HAS PREPARED BROCHURE OFEERING A WIDE RANGE OF 
ON-SITE SERVICES AND "BUSINESS SURVEY TOURS." IF HIS QUESTIONS 
REGARDING TEHRAN ARE ANY SAMPLE, HE IS IN NO WAY EQUIPPED TO OEFER 
SERVICES PROMISED BY BROCHURE (INCLUDING GROUP BRIEFINGS BY EMBAS- 
SIES). HOPEFULLY SERIOUS MISSION MEMBERS WILL BE ENCOURAGED TO 
RETURN AS INDIVIDUAL BUSINESS VISITORS. 
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